In the following remarks I shall, in the first place, direct your attention to a subject of considerable importance in the department of Public Health, upon which the more recent progress of biology (and more particularly that branch of it which I specially profess), appears to have a very direct bearing, and in conclusion, touch briefly upon the question which has of late years been brought prominently before the public in connection with the so-called medical reform.
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The question to which I shall first direct your attention is one which has been the subject of considerable diversity of opinion, viz., the effect of consanguinity of parents upon the characters, mental or bodily, of the offspring produced. This question is one the importance of which can scarcely be overrated, and regarding which it is of the greatest consequence that sound views should be impressed upon the community at large. It 
